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Course Title:
Encountering China: A Comparative Cultural Perspective

Course Code:FS206
Credits:2
Teaching hours:32
Prerequisites:
Semester: Spring and Fall Semester

Lecturer’s Information:
Name: Xiong Bingjiao
Office: Room 316, School of Foreign Languages
Email: xbj_2003@126.com

Course Description
China is poised to become a major global power in the twenty-first century, and
understanding its culture is more important than ever before for Western people, but
for many, China remains exotic and mysterious. China holds a special fascination for
Westerners just as a western country does for many Chinese. This course is designed
to unfold and explain key aspects of Chinese culture through comparing with
Anglo-American culture, if necessary, with some other western cultures, so as to
enhance students’ easy and profound understanding of China. Specifically, the course
presents the interconnected nature of different cultural forms, from ‘high culture’ such
as religion, philosophy, and fine arts to more popular issues such as sports, foods,
cinema, and music. Otherwise, it will introduce the connection between language
thinking, and culture, the implication of non-verbal communication in different
cultures, etc.

Course Aims and Objectives
The aims of the course are to develop and cultivate students’ cross-cultural ability and
cultural awareness in their cross-cultural communication. The objectives are to enable
recent undergraduates to gain knowledge and skills necessary to avoid cultural shock,
and to help students know more about the differences between Chinese culture and
Anglo-American culture. The course will also allow students to view and grasp
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culture from a wider perspective and to appreciate the important impact of a culture
on people’s thoughts and actions.

Students who complete the course will be expected to:

- Be familiar with what is culture, and understand its characteristics and functions
- Have a good and multi-layered knowledge of traditional and contemporary
Chinese culture

- Get to know the hidden and obvious differences between Chinese and
Anglo-American cultures to further the understanding of China

- Have a good understanding of the culturally specific language phenomenon and
the non-verbal communication implied differently in different cultures

- Have the ability to question and comment on Chinese and Anglo-American
cultural practice. Students will be familiar with appropriate data sources and be
able to use them to analyze the variety of cultural events in and outside his/her
own indigenous culture

- Write concise and academically coherent essays/reports, and prepare and make
well-argued spoken presentations

-

Learning Outcomes
Academic / Professional Knowledge and Skills
Students should be able to:
- Acquire the knowledge regarding the major aspects of a culture
- Have a fundamental understanding of the nature of Chinese and Anglo-American
cultures

- Increase the awareness of the differences between cultures
- Relate the cross-cultural ability and awareness to the cross-cultural
communication

Values andAttitudes Outcomes
Students should be able to:
- Reflect everyday life from cultural perspectives
- Analyze and criticize Chinese and Anglo-American cultures
- Employ an open-minded approach to cross- cultural frustration and awkwardness
- Be prepared for lifelong learning in order to adapt to the changing cultural
environment

Teaching Methods
Teaching methods will involve a combination of formal lectures, questioning
&discussing, group work, presentation, and multimedia teaching.
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Course Assessment
Class participation and presentation 40%
Mid-term paper 30%
Final Examination 30%
Total 100%
To achieve a pass mark in this course, students must obtain 60% or more as an
aggregate mark on the assessment.

Class participation and performance
This assessment is provided through the class tutorials in which students are required
to present their ideas about warming-up questions and in-class discussion. A
10-minute presentation is needed to make by each class member.

Mid-term paper assignment
A written assignment of 4000 words or so should be submitted in week 10 of the
specified semester. This will assess the students’ ability to analyze problems in a
reasonable and logical way.

Final examination
A three-hour examination will be arranged at the end of the specified semester. The
examination covers the basic knowledge about the understanding of culture and
cultural facts and phenomenon in China, Britain and America. Exam is set not only to
test students’ basic comprehension of the course but also their ability to apply such
knowledge to understand a country and its people. The final layout of testing paper
will be decided upon discussing with students.

Course Requirements
In order to obtain an all-round and deep understanding about the course, or rather
about China, students are supposed to:

- Preview some primary and additional reading materials before coming to class
- Prepare for each warming-up question and class discussion with group members
- Work through lecture notes and useful materials regularly to improve the
understanding of Chinese culture and its cultural differences compared with others

- Establish independent thinking towards topics concerned with cultural practice or
events

- Develop an essay by raising, analyzing and solving a question related to cultural
practice or events

Course Outline
Topic 1 Introduction to Culture
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1.1 What is culture
1.2 Characteristics and functions of culture
1.3 Issues and problems in learning a culture

Topic 2 Philosophy
2.1 Philosophical views of Confucius and Mencius
2.2 Major Schools of Anglo-American Philosophy

Topic 3 Physical Culture and Sports
3.1 Chinese vs. Western culture of the body
3.2 Chinese martial arts tradition
3.3 China’ s Ping-pong diplomacy

Topic 4 Religious Traditions and Beliefs
4.1 Taoism and Buddhism
4.2 Christianity and Catholicism
4.3 Comparison between Chinese and Western beliefs

Topic 5 Films and Television
5.1 A glimpse of world-known Chinese films
5.2 Television programs in China
5.3 Hollywood films in China

Topic 6 Food Culture
6.1 Chinese cuisine and Anglo-American foods
6.2 Groups of Chinese cuisine and their features
6.3 Cultural elements in Chinese wine games

Topic 7 Traditional Fine Arts
7.1 Chinese Calligraphy and famous calligraphists
7.2 Chinese vs. Western Paintings and famous painters

Topic 8 Language, thinking and Culture
8.1 Chinese vs. English way of thinking and its relation with language and culture
8.2 Chinese vs. English color and animal words
8.3 Chinese vs. English allusions and culturally specific images

Topic 9 Implications of Non-verbal Communication
9.1 Personal, intimate and public distances
9.2 Implication of body motions and gestures

Topic 10 Customs and Festival Celebrations
10.1 General features of Chinese and Anglo-American Festival Celebration
10.2 Comparison between traditional festivals



Course Description 2012 Overseas Education Center, JUFE
Website: oec.jxufe.edu.cn Email: oec@jxufe.edu.cn Tel: +86 791 8381 6369 Fax: +86 791 8380 0125

5

10.3 Chinese and Western Wedding and Funeral

Suggested Reading Books
1. Blair, John K & McCormack Jerusha Hull. Western Civilization with Chinese

Comparisons, Fudan University Press, 2006.
2. Davis, Linell. Doing Culture: Cross-cultural communication in Action. Foreign
Language Teaching and Research Press, 1999.

3. Dresser, Norine. Multicultural Manners, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1996.
4. Morton, Scott & Charles M. Lewis. China: Its History and Culture, Mc Graw-Hill,
Inc., 2005.

5. Pleskacheuskaya, Inesa. Chinese Customs and Wisdoms, Foreign Language Press,
2007.

6. Schell, Orville & David Shambaugh. The China Reader, Vintage books, 1999.

Calendar of Teaching Activities

Activities Topics Things to remember
Week 1 Lecture 1

Week 2
Lecture 2 Submit name list with

needed information

Week 3 Lecture &video
watching 3

Week 4 Lecture 4

Week 5

Lecture&
episodes of
famous films
watching

5

Week 6

Lecture&
Students’
presentation

6

Week 7 Lecture 7 Submit mid-term paper

Week 8

Lecture&
Students’
presentation

8

Week 9
Lecture&
Students’
presentation

9

Week 10

Lecture&
Students’
presentation

10

Week 11
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Week 12
Week 13
Week 14
Week 15
Week 16
Week 17 Final exam( time to be confirmed)


